‘Govt, oppn come together
briefly to pass disabilities bill
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with Disabilities Bill, 2016, for
the first time, also includes
acid attack and Parkinson’s
disease in the list of recogni-
sed disabilities.

Though the entire opposi-

tion supported the bill, Cong-

ress and Telangana Rashtra
Samithi members pressed for
division onan amendment on
the issueof reservation. They
wanted an amendment to in-
crease the reservation for the
disabled to 5%, arguing that
the original bill, introduced
by the UPA-TF government in

2014, had provided for it.

The amendment was, ho-
wever, defeated by 121 to 43 vo-
tes. Prime Minister. Narend-
ra Modi was present in the
House during the discussion
and division which saw the
House run smoothly for over
two hours, leading to passage
of the bill. The bonhomie
over the politically sensitive
issue was similar to the one
witnessed in the Rajya Sabha
on Wednesday when the upp-
er House passed the bill.

Replyingtothedebate, mi-

nister of social justice and
empowerment Thaawar'
Chand Gehlot said a scheme
of “universal identity card
for the disabled” was on the
anvil and an agency had alre-
ady been finalised for it. The
proposed card would also be
linked to Aadhaar to help the
disabled all over the country
inaseamlessfashion, hesaid.
The card would also resolve
theproblem of getting disabj-
lity certificates, he said,
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