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Disabled rejoice House
nod, activists rue flaws

Some Progress But Bill Lacks Teeth For Punitive Action

Satabhisa Bhaumik &
Manash Gohain | Tnn

New Delhi: In the middle of
celebrations, Pankaj Kapoor
pulled his wheelchair closer
to drummers, lifted his
hands and grooved to the be-
ats. He was among several
disabled peopleandrightsac-
tivists who gathered at Jan-
tar Mantar to celebrate the
passage of the Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities Bill in
the Lok Sabha on Friday.
“Our victory comes after
countless vigil, protests and
appeals to the government.
Today isaday torejoiceand it
seems toogood to betrue,” sa-
ys Javed Abidi, convener,
Disabled Rights Group
(DRG). “The definition of
disability has gone beyond
just impairment; now it is
about the barriers they face,
be it accéssibility or attitudi-
nal,” said Nidhi Jalan of Ac-
tion for Ability Development
and Inclusion (AADI).
Twenty-year-old Lovish
Sethi, who suffers from tha-
lassaemia, feels the Bill will
open a sea of opportunities
for people like him. “Tam pre-
paringfor Staff Selection Ex-
am. [ have always feared that
my medical condition would
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JUBILANT: Members of rights groups celebrate passage of the Bill

not allow me to fulfil my dre-
ams as my seniors had lost
outonjobopportunities.”

Anuj  Jain, - the joint
secretaryof National Associ-
ation of the Deaf, said now
more people would incorpo-
rate sign language in the
field of education, giving de-
af and mute people better ac-
cessto knowledge.

However, activists aren’t
entirely happy They pointed
out that the Bill would “incul-
cate exclusion”. They are also
worried about the Bill not in-
cluding any specific provision
for women and children. Re-

servation in jobs, once propo-
sed to be enhanced from 3%
(1995 Act) to 5% (2014), has be-
enrestricted to4%, said Dr Sa-
tendra Singh, an activist. The
law also needs to cover adop-
tion of children with disabili-
ties, said Abha Khetarpal, pre-
sident, Cross for Hurdles.
Thefactthat the Rajya Sab-
ha approved the Bill without
any discussion shows “how
the politicians treat the is-
sue”, said Nikhil Jain, presi-
dent of Sambhavana Organi-
zation. “The amendments ha-
ve been pending since 2007.
But the government passed

the Bill without putting the fi-
nal draft in public domain,”
saidactivistPankajSinha. Ac-
tivistsalsoalleged that the Bill
lacked teeth for punitive ac-
tionasthereisonlyafineof Rs
10,000 to Rs 51akh.

Subhash Chandra Vas-
hishth,advocate at Centrefor
Accessibility in Built Envi-
ronment, highlighted how af-
ter the amendments, Section
3 (3) allows “discrimination
against disabled person if it
is ‘a proportionate means of
achievingalegitimateaim’.”

However, the flaws failed .
to dampen the spirit today.
“Our goal is not to achieve
special treatment, butequali-
ty. The job reservation is ai-
med at filling up the deficit,”
said Neha Juneja, who works
with autistic children,

Activists working with
people suffering from intel-
lectual and learning disabili-
ties agree that they requirea
safe and secure environment
to be productive.

Anuja Saxena, whose
daughter  suffers from
speech and language disabi-
lity, said, “She neglected her
studies after witnessing her
peers failing to get a job. Now
children like her can pursue
their dreams.”



