WFD
Newsletter
April 2015

AN INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION WITH A SPEACIAL CONSULTATIVE STATUS IN THE UNITED NATIONS

CONTENTS PAGE

4

WFD PRESIDENT COLUMN
 International Disability Alliance (IDA) Board
Meeting
 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
 WFD Submissions for UN Agencies
 8th Session of the Conference of States Parties
(COSP) to the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities
 UN CRPD Committee Election
 Upcoming Events

10

XIX WFD GENERAL ASSEMBLY

11

XVII WORLD CONGRESS OF THE WFD

13

INTERNATIONAL WEEK OF THE DEAF

15

NEWS FROM THE WFD
 Appointment with WFD President at Congress
 Contact Information for Receiving Newsletter
 WFD Fundraising
 WFD Membership
 The Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction
 Multilingual signers spotlighted by researchers
 De-Sign Bilingual - Developing and Documenting
Sign Bilingual Best Practice in Schools
 WFD Expert Member on Technology and
Accessibility

24

NEWS FROM MEMBERS & PARTNERS
 INDIA
 JAPAN

29

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD)
 Redesigned multilingual UN portal launched
 14th Session of the Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues

30

BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS

31

WFD MERCHANDISE

32

COMING EVENTS

EDITORIAL
Editorial
WFD Newsletter is published six
times a year. We welcome all
news, articles, letters to the
editor, and other contributions.
We serve the right of
acceptance or rejection and
the right to edit all submissions
that we publish. Please send all
submissions to
phillipa.sandholm@wfd.fi by:
 31 May 2015
 31 August 2015
 7 October 2015
 30 November 2015

Contact information
World Federation of the Deaf
(WFD)
Email: info@wfdeaf.org
Website: http://wfdeaf.org
Join us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/Wfd
eaf.org?ref=hl

Layout Design
Dawan Oberleitner
_______________________________
The WFD Secretariat would like
to make sure WFD members are
receiving WFD newsletters.
Please verify the names of
organisational leadership
(including staff members, if you
wish) and their email addresses
by sharing this information with
the WFD Administrative
Secretary, Phillipa Sandholm,
(phillipa.sandholm@wfd.fi).
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THE WORLD FEDERATION OF THE DEAF (WFD)

The World Federation of the Deaf (WFD) was established in Rome, Italy in
1951, and is an international non-governmental organisation with
membership comprising of 134 Ordinary Members, Individual Members,
Associate Members and International Members. The WFD also has eight
(8) Regional Secretariats. WFD's office is located in Helsinki, Finland.
The WFD has a consultative status within the United Nations (UN) system. In
this role, the WFD works closely with the UN and its various agencies in
promoting the human rights of deaf people in accordance with the
principles and objectives of the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and
other general acts and recommendations of the UN and its specialised
agencies, e.g., the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the
International Labour Organization (ILO) and the World Health
Organization (WHO). WFD also has participatory status within the Council
of Europe (COE) and is a member of International Disability Alliance (IDA).
The WFD works towards the global achievement of human rights for all
deaf people and develops its activities towards the goal of equalisation
of opportunities and full participation in society by deaf individuals in every
country.
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NEWS FROM WFD MEMBERS AND PARTNERS
of the 11th Five Year Plan. The then Finance
Minister, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, now President
of India, had made an announcement to this
effect in his speech while presenting the 2010-11
Union Budget.

OM India, General Secretary Dr. Onkar
Sharma in a discussion with the leaders

INDIA - THE REGRESSIVE ATTITUDE

OF

THE

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA - INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE
RESEARCH AND TRAINING CENTRE BEING STIFLED
At a time when deaf people around the world
are celebrating attainment of new rights, the
Indian government is regressing and denying
the right of Deaf people to have a hand in
conducting research on Indian Sign Language
(ISL) and training of interpreters.
About 85 deaf leaders from all over India
gathered for a two-day meeting in New Delhi
on March 15, 2015 in New Delhi. These leaders
were from all walks of life—NGO officials,
businessmen, teachers, government workers
and professionals. They came by trains, planes
and buses. They came from as near as Delhi and
as far as Trivandrum near Sri Lanka. Some had
spent three days in a train and some had been
in a bus for 24 hours. They paid for their own way
whether they could afford it or not. It was a
pilgrimage for them, it was a duty and it was
something they believed in and wanted to
support.

Contrary to the expectation of the ISLRTC being
established an autonomous institute in 2011, the
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment (MSJE)
without involving the NAD or even informing it,
signed a MoU with the Indira Gandhi National
Open University (IGNOU) and the ISLRTC was
handed over to it. A sum of Rs. 44 crore (about
$7 million) was sanctioned by the Ministry of
Social Justice & Empowerment in 2011 for the
establishment of this institute – 24 crore towards
constructing a building and the balance
towards operational costs for five years. The
IGNOU had promised to provide five acres on its
campus for this purpose and also providing the
requisite infrastructure and support.
However, IGNOU reneged on its promises and
after two wasted years, MSJE decided to get
ISLRTC back from IGNOU. The Joint Secretary of
MSJE had assured the NAD deputation in July
2013 that ISLRTC would be established within a
couple of months as an autonomous body.
However, after almost two-years of inaction, the
MSJE decided to place it under National
Institute of Hearing Handicapped (NIHH) despite
continuous petitions by deaf organizations
including the National Association of the Deaf
and All India Federation of the Deaf.
The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
has decided to turn a deaf ear to the deaf

They were here to request the government to
make the Indian Sign Language Research and
Training Centre (ISLRTC) an autonomous
organization. There is a long story behind this
depressing situation.
The National Association of the Deaf in India
had fought for establishing ISLRTC for several
years. Their efforts bore fruit and the decision to
establish the ISLRTC was consequent to the
advocacy done on this issue and the outcome

Zorin Singha, President, National
Association of the Deaf, India
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plans if support from the minister does not result
in the desired outcome.
On 16th March, deputations of four to eight
deaf leaders along with interpreters met with the
five cabinet ministers. All of these meeting were
very positive. The ministers received our written
information and listened to our grievance. They
all promised that they would make sure that our
requests are honored. We are hoping that they
will keep their words. However, it has been more
than two weeks and no action has been taken.
OM India banner

people’s pleas and decided to place ISLRTC
under
National
Institute
of
Hearing
Handicapped (NIHH) in New Delhi. NIHH and
ISLRTC have totally different focus. NIHH believes
in only the medical point of view on deafness
and focuses on providing hearing aids and
speech therapy. It does have an ISL Cell, which
provides nominal training to public in using ISL
and rudimentary interpreting. However, the
goals of ISLRTC include recognition of Deaf
people as a linguistic minority with a distinct
culture, conducing linguistic research in ISL,
interpreter training, bilingual education of deaf
children (using ISL as the base language),
developing curricula and instructional material,
and training of deaf individuals to become
teachers. The NIHH administration neither
believes in the capabilities of this powerful visual
language that can nor does revolutionize deaf
education nor does it have the qualified human
resources to effectively implement ISLRTC goals.

Unless some action is taken, the NAD supported
by other deaf organisations is committed to hold
a national demonstration against this injustice in
April 2015. The NAD is also going to request other
disability organizations to support its demand. It
is important to have a large demonstration with
all disability groups involved.
Deaf communities around the world are
appalled at this regressive attitude of the Indian
government. The GOI has ratified the UNCRPD,
which clearly details the right of deaf people to
sign language and involvement of disability
groups in all decisions related to them.
Let us hope the government learns the
importance of the autonomy of ISLRTC and
reverses its decision soon and before the deaf
people from all over India take to streets.
For further details we are on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/islrtcnow
Twitter: @islrtcnow
Webpage: islrtcnow.com

The UNCRPD, which the Indian Government has
ratified, requires that disabled people be
involved in decisions that effects their education
and lives. The Indian RPWD also supports this
right. The government, in its hurry and just to find
a simplistic solution to a very complex issue is
washing its hands off by placing ISLRTC under
NIHH.
The meeting of the deaf leaders was held all day
southern New Delhi. The leaders addressed the
meeting on a variety of topics: history of ISLRTC,
rationale for establishing it as an autonomous
body, reasons for NIHH’s unsuitability to manage
ISLRTC and strategies for meeting ministers and
Indian deaf community
protesting for their rights
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